
v Visual Resources
The City's location on the Palos Verdes Peninsula affords views that are one of
the most valuable natural resources on the Peninsula. Views of the ocean, off­
shore islands, distant mountains, and city lights are not only important from
public spaces, such as arterials, trails, parks, and open spaces, but also from
private property. Additionally, views of open space areas, such as canyons,
ridges, and bluffs themselves are vital from both public and private spaces, as
these areas contribute to the unique character of the City.

City residents have long identified the preservation of views and the harmonious
development of its neighborhoods among their top priorities for the City. When
the City first incorporated it was at risk of losing views and the unique visual
character of the City due to unmanaged development and vegetation growth.

Upon incorporation, the City developed policies in its General Plan to preserve
visual resources. Later, the City adopted and implemented various Ordinances
and Guidelines to protect visual resources from private and public property. The
purpose of this Element is to provide continued guidance through the
establishment of goals and policies to ensure the continued preservation,
restoration, and enhancement of significant visual resources within the City.

To set the context for preserving, restoring and enhancing the visual resources
within the City, the following goal has been established:

Goal

1. Palos Verdes Peninsula is graced with views and vistas of the surrounding
Los Angeles basin and coastal region. Because of its unique geographic
form and coastal resources, these views and vistas are a significant
resource to residents and to many visitors, as they provide a rare means of
experiencing the beau ty of the Peninsula and the Los Angeles region. -lHs
IRe resp8flsillility 8£ IRe Cily It shall be the goal of the City to preserve
these views and vistas for the public benefit and, where appropriate, the
City should strive to enhance and restore these resources, the visual
character of the City, and provide and maintain access for the benefit and
enjoyment of the public.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE GOAL)
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Boulevard, have been restored to enhance and preserve the views and vistas.
Roadway and median improvements along Palos Verdes Drive South and West
have also been completed. However, due to past land grading and County Street
Design Standards which caused visually negative site and road patterns to impact
major view corridors, there still exists a need to restore certain view corridor
segments. The two corridors in need of major restoration are Western Avenue
and Hawthorne Boulevard.

Visual Corridors to be Preserved
The concern over these areas is how a proposed development will visually impact
a corridor. The chances for blocking, altering, and degrading existing ...-----------.,
significant views and vistas within the City could be at the mercy of
potential developments. Since the time of the City's incorporation, large
underdeveloped areas on Crest Road and Palos Verdes Drive South/West
have been developed as residential tracts that have been designed to
protect the views and vistas. There is a continuing need to manage the
foliage bordering the Visual Corridors to keep it from obstructing views.
Smaller, contiguous and non-contiguous underdeveloped parcels of land still
exist throughout the City and should be designed to consider impacts to visual
resources.

Night Sky to be Preserved

A nighttime sky in which stars are readily visible is a valuable scenic/visual
resource. In urban areas, views of the nighttime sky can be diminished by light
pollution. Light pollution refers to all forms of unwanted light caused by the use
of artificial light. Excessive light can be visually disruptive to humans and
nocturnal animal species and is also indicative of a high level of energy
consumption. Examples of light sources that commonly cause light pollution are
residential outdoor lights, streetlights, parking lot lights, and stadium lighting.
Projects should be designed to mitigate light pollution.

Implementation Tools

Since City incorporation, the City Council has adopted various documents to
assist the public in proposing and reviewing developments in accordance to the
General Plan and Municipal Code. This section describes the different
ordinances, documents and methods in which the City manages and preserves
views, vistas and urban design within the City. The following are
implementation tools that work towards achieving the preservation and
enhancement of the different visual resources. All of these documents are
available for viewing at the City's Community Development Department.
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View Restoration and Preservation Ordinance and Guidelines

In November 1989 the voters of the City of Rancho Palos Verdes passed an
initiative to protect views by establishing height limits for residential structures
and foliage. This View ordinance was codified into the City's Municipal Code.
Subsequently, guidelines and review procedures were adopted by the City
Council to implement the ordinance and codes related to building structure
heights and for view impairment caused by foliage. These guidelines are known
as the Height Variation Guidelines and the View Restoration and Preservation
Guidelines and Procedures, respectively.

To be consistent witl1 the intent to protect views and vistas from residential
properties, the City Council also adopted a policy to protect views impaired by
foliage located on City-owned property. View restoration requests involving City­
owned trees are processed by the City through the issuance of a City Tree Review
Permit application pursuant to tl1e City's Municipal Code.

Guidelines and Procedures for Neighborhood Compatibility

The City of Rancho Palos Verdes' General Plan contains policies on many aspects
of residential development including neighborhood compatibility. Neighborhood
compatibility is an urban design concept that attempts to balance new residential
development with the preservation of the rural and semi-rural character of the
City. To this end, in 2003, the City adopted recommended Neighborhood
compatibility guidelines for property development in the City as a means to
further the objectives of the General Plan to preserve and enhance the character of
established neighborhoods. The suggested neighborhood compatibility guidelines
are meant to assist residents and developers in the preparation and design of
residential development projects by review of a project's scale, architecture and
setbacks within tI1e context of the immediate, surrounding neighborhood.

Coastal Specific Plan

A Coastal Specific Plan was prepared in 1978 to furtl1er study and assess
resources along the Rancho Palos Verdes coastline. One of the goals of the
Coastal Specific Plan was to provide additional guidance beyond the General
Plan and further define policy for visual resources and development along
the coastline. Accordingly, the Coastal Specific Plan further defined the
General Plan's concepts of visual corridors and viewing focal points as they
pertain to tI1e City's coastline. The Coastal Specific Plan also contains
community design guidelines to ensure public and private development
conforms to the principles set fortl1 in the General Plan.
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Western Avenue Specific Plans

The intent and purpose of the Western Avenue Specific Plans were to establish a
guide for the comprehensive redevelopment or renovation of the existing
commercial development located along Western Avenue. The Specific Plans
include design and regulatory standards that are tailored to the unique features
and characteristics of the area. In addition, the Specific Plans were prepared to
protect adjacent residential property from the impacts of commercial
development and to encourage the revitalization of the area. The plans identify
themes that both create a Rancho Palos Verdes identity and distinguish the area
from neighboring Los Angeles. The plans integrate the unique aspects of the
Eastview area into the overall character of Rancho Palos Verdes, assist in
preserving views, and improve the urban design for this area.

Policies

It is the policy of the City to:

1. Develop controls to preserve existing significant visual aspects from future
disruption or degradation.

2. Enhance views and vistas where appropriate.

3. Preserve and enhance existing positive visual elements, while restoring
those that have been lost.

4. Consider the visual character of neighborhoods consistent with the General
Plan and Neighborhood Compatibility Guidelines.
(PLA NING COMMISSIO RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE
POLICY)

5. Develop and post well leeateel vista points to provide safe off-road areas
where views may be enjoyed. These sheHIEI ha'le sa~e iRgress aFlei egress
aREI ae aeleflHately j3esteel.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE TO THE
POLICY)

6. Develop and maintain, in conjunction with appropriate agencies, public
access to paths and trail networks for the enjoyment of related views.
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7. Require developers, as developments are proposed within areas which
impact the visual character of a corridor, to address treatments to be
incorporated into their projects which enhance a corridor's imagery.

8. Require developments which will impact corridor-related views to mitigate
their impact.

9. Develop a program for the restoration of existing areas which negatively
impact view corridors.

10. Require residents and developers to mitigate light pollution associated
with developments.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED NEW POLICY)

11. Maintain strict sign standards so as to ensure that signs are hannonious
with the building. the neighborhood and other signs in the area.
(PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED NEW POLICY)

12. Work with adjoining jurisdictions to preserve and restore the view
corridors from major thoroughfares.
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